
 The 2009 book Disaster on the 

Potomac - The Last Run of the Steam-

boat Wawaset by Alvin F. Oickle chroni-

cles the tragic loss of life on August 8, 

1873  off the shores of King George 

County where the steamboat caught fire 

and sank ï claiming over 70 lives, 

mostly women and children. Some of 

those lost were from King George or 

were coming here to visit relatives.   

 
To commemorate this event there will 

beé 

 
¶ A wreath laying over the site in memory 

to those who lost their lives. 

¶ The Historical Society will have a booth 

at which the books and other items will be 

available for sale. Author Al Oickle will be 

available to sign his book and talk about the 

disaster. 

¶ The replica paddleboat Vivian Hannah 

owned by Stan Palivoda will arrive on the 

site with Boy Scouts to set a monument to 

memorialize the event. 

¶ U. S. Navy divers from Indian Head 

MD have been invited to conduct training 

dives to locate any remains of the Wawaset.  

A display is planned along with a demon-

stration by some of the Navy divers with 

their equipment. Dr. Susan Langley, Nauti-

cal Archeologist for the State of Maryland 

plans to participate in the event. 

¶ The Steamboat Era Museum of the 

Northern Neck will attend and provide a 

display of some of the history of paddle-

boats on the Potomac. 

¶ The Chamber of Commerce and other 

organizations and exhibitors will help and 

entertain the whole family. 

 

The Potomac was used in the 1870ôs pri-

marily for transportation and fishing, today 

the river is used for recreation.  Thus the 

end of the summer on Sunday afternoon will 

provide families, neighbors, and visitors an 

opportunity to picnic, learn about past and 

current uses of the Potomac, witness an his-

toric event and enjoy the river and all its 

beauty. 

EVENT LOCATION:  The Sisson family 

has offered their lovely riverside property 

and pier in Eagle Bay Development for 

this event. This is the closest easily acces-

sible location nearest the Wawaset site.  

There is adequate parking.  

The Potomac River near where the Wawaset sank at 

Chattertonôs Landing. View from Sissonôs  beach. 

(L to R) Warren Veazey, Ed Veazey, and author Al 

Oickle discussing the location of the sinking. 

DIRECTIONS:  

Go East from Fairview Beach on Rt 218 -  or west from 

Rt 301 and Caledon Natural Area, - turn North from Rt 

218 onto Rt 642 (Eagles Nest Ln). Go 0.7 miles to top of 

hill.  Bear left onto Fitzhugh Ln (still Rt 642).  Continue 

past water tank on left and turn left at intersection.  Fol-

low road down to the river to Sissonôs house with the 

red roof - 7702 Fitzhugh Lane, King George, VA 22485. 

 

On the spot drawing made by an artist from the New York 

Daily Graphic showing the remains of the Wawaset, and 

dredging for the dead.. August 1873.  
                                                 Courtesy of the National Archives. 


